
High School Literature 

 

Instructor Information 

Professor Sarah Sloan  

Phone: 469-774-4357  

Email: sarahesloan02@gmail.com 

Communication Info: Contact me through text or email at any time and I will be happy to help answer 
any questions you might have. I am always here to help and would love to get to know my students so 
please stay in touch!  

Course Description:  

High school Literature is a course designed to assist the student in analyzing different pieces of 
literature. This includes reading the texts, finding different themes in the texts, answering questions 
about the text, using quotes from the text to show evidence, and writing a paper based on one of the 
pieces of text and its themes. Students will be taught how to look for themes in text and how to apply 
the themes to their lives. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking, reading skills, and essay writing skills. 
Understanding of what is read and ability to portray understanding in one’s own writing are primary 
goals. This requires a willingness to read and reflect on readings.  

 

Required Materials:  

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (TPODG) 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky (TPOBAW) 

As You Wish by Chelsea Sedoti (AYW) 

Notebook (for class notes and journal entries) 

Grading Policy:  

Discussion Boards and replies- 40%  

Quizzes- 15%  

Essay- 20%  

Journaling/Notes: 5%  

Test (Multiple Choice, Untimed): 10%   

Attendance at Online Meetings: 10%  

 

 



 

Homework:  

 Discussion Boards (DB): There will be 4 Discussion Boards due. These will need to be a minimum 
of 250 words and include a DB reply of at least 75 words to another student. With replies, this 
will equal 8 posts in the Discussion Forum.  

 Quizzes: Quizzes will include questions derived from the texts the student will read. There will 
be 3 Quizzes which will include 20 questions each.  

 Journaling: Journaling will require the student to type at least 2 pages (double space 12 pt. 
Times New Roman font) of notes and findings from the book that interests them. This should 
include at least two quotes as they will have to include a quote per theme of the book that they 
choose for the essay. This is a great way to brainstorm possible quotes.  

 Essay: There will be an essay due the last week of class. This must be 5 paragraphs, double 
spaced Times New Roman 12-point font and include 3 themes from any of the books read in 
class. It also must include one quote from the book for each theme.  

 Test (Final): There will be a test due the week before class ends. It will be 50 questions (each 
Question being 2 points) and will include questions about all 3 books. It will not be timed.  

 

Tentative Schedule for High School Literature:  

The Picture of Dorian Gray= TPODG 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower= TPOBAW  

The Scarlet Letter= TSL  

Note: Each week will also hold an online face to face meeting on Mondays or Wednesdays. I will take 
a poll and see which day works best for most students.   

Week  Material Covered  

Week 1 Tasks:  Intro DB (DB #1); Begin 
reading the Picture of Dorian 
Gray; Start Journaling for TPODG  

Week 2 Tasks: Finish reading and 
journaling for TPODG; Study for 
Quiz #1.  

Due: TPODG Journaling; DB #2 

 

Week 3  Due:  Quiz #1 (covering TPODG). 
Tasks: Begin reading The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower. Begin 
Journaling for TPOBAW. 



Week 4 Tasks:  Finish Reading and 
Journaling for TPOBAW. Study 
for Quiz #2.  

Due: TPOBAW Journaling; DB #3 

 

Week 5  Due: Quiz #2. (covering The 
Perks of Being a Wallflower.)  

Week 6   Tasks: Begin reading the Scarlet 
Letter; Start journaling for AYW. 
DB #4 

Week 7  Tasks: Continue reading and 
journaling for the Scarlet Letter; 
Quiz #3.  

Week 8 Tasks: Brainstorm possible ideas 
for Essay topic (book and 
themes). Email me your idea/s 
and I can help guide you.  

Week 9 Due: Submit Rough Draft of 
Essay.   

Week 10 Due: Final Essay  

After completion of your final 
essay, the class is finished. Good 
job!  

 

  


